Explore the World of Teen Reading

Card, Orson Scott  - The Lost Gate

Ford, Michael – The poisoned House: A Ghost Story

Howse, Emily – Zitface

Johnson, J J – This Girl is different

Perera, Anna – Guantanamo Boy

Smibert, Angie - Memento Nora 

Vande, Velde, Vivian – Cloaked in Red

Volponi, Paul – CrossingLines

Weatherly, L. A.  - Angel Burn

Wynne-Jones, Tim – Blink & Caution

Doctorow, Cory  - For the Win  

Set in the future Doctorow creates a society where the virtual and “real” world meet.  This is an interesting story of online gaming, business, culture, and politics that keeps the reader wanting to read the next page.

Enderle, Dottie  - Crosswire

Severe drought made free-range cattlemen in 1883 desperate enough to cut famers’ barbed-wire fences to get water.  13-year-old Jessie and his family are famers.  It’s his coming-of–age story that will involve readers in the tensions of conflict that have no easy answers.  A small gem of a book.

Friesner, Esther – Threads and Flames

Thirteen-year-old Rasia travels alone in steerage from Poland to New York in 1910.  She arrives to find she must provide work and shelter for herself and a child orphaned when her mother died aboard ship.  Raisa must use her wits, her instincts, and her sewing talents to survive.  She escapes the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, but she must live with the memories.  This story is about what it meant to be an immigrant in New York City early in the twentieth century.

Lowell, Pamela  - Spotting for Nellie

One poor decision – one car crash – and life for Claire and her once champion gymnast and younger sister Nellie instantly changes.  As Nellie struggles to regain a piece of “normal”, so do all the family and friends surrounding her.

Nitz, Kristin Wolden  - Suspect

Jen, 16, is resigned to helping her Grandma Kay work the bed-and-breakfast in Missouri wine country – away from her home and friends and with her “uncousin” and an unfriendly, jealous teen co-worker.  Increasing her misery, Grandma Kay has decided to make her Mystery Weekend Drama about the Disappearance of Jen’s mother, Ellen.  All the family and close friends are gathered for the Mystery Weekend and Jen discovers her feelings for “uncousin” Mark and surprising facts about her mother.

Oppel, Kenneth  - Half Brother

On Ben’s thirteenth birthday, he is introduced to his newest family member, a newborn chimp named Zan, who is to be raised as part of the family and taught sign language.  A warm and loving connection develops between Ben and Zan, but it is apparent that Ben’s father views Zan simply as a scientific specimen.  Ben is concerned about what will happen to Zan once the experiment is over.  Set in Canada in the 1970’s, this is a thought-provoking, memorable story.

Steifvater, Maggie  - Linger

In this very appealing sequel to Shiver, Sam has made the transition from werewolf to human.  His true love Grace, however, is experiencing strange fevers and headaches and it appears that her humanity may be slipping away.  Sam is torn between caring for Grace and his role of caretaker of the pack.  Other dynamic characters featured in this book also help the anticipation of the next installment in the saga.
Stork, Fransico X  - Last Summer of the Death Warrior

Pancho, a ward of the state of New Mexico, is placed in an orphanage at the age of sixteen.  He is determined to avenge the senseless death of his sister.  D.Q., also living at the orphanage, has terminal cancer and recruits Pancho to accompany him on an extended trip to Albuquerque for medical treatment.  Pancho has his own reasons for agreeing to go along, but both Pancho and D.Q. find out on this trip what it means to be a Death Warrior.  Those who like Hunger Games or Going Bovine will enjoy this book.
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